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IT Empowerment of Audit Quality in Accounting Firms under the Digital Economy: A
Literature Review and Future Prospects
Wei Zheng
Southeast University

[Abstract] Amid the deepening of the digital economy and stringent capital market regulations, the substantive
impact of accounting firms' informatization on audit quality has garnered significant attention. This paper
systematically reviews domestic and international literature concerning the information technology (IT)
development of accounting firms and the evaluation of audit quality, analyzing the underlying motivations and
functioning mechanisms of this digital transformation. The review reveals that informatization is driven not only
by external policy guidance and regulatory pressures but also by internal demands to eliminate information silos
and enhance operational efficiency. Regarding the functioning mechanisms, deep IT integration positively
empowers audit quality through full-population data analysis, intelligent risk early—warning, and process
automation. However, blind implementation or a lack of interdisciplinary talent can trigger latent risks such as
"information overload" and algorithmic over—reliance. Consequently, this paper identifies limitations in existing
studies, including an over—reliance on macro—empirical perspectives, lagging traditional evaluation metrics, and
insufficient exploration of cutting—edge technologies. It proposes that future research should delve into
micro—level mechanisms, construct comprehensive evaluation systems suited for the digital ecosystem, and focus
on the ethical and security boundaries of human—machine collaboration, thereby providing valuable references
for the audit industry's digital transformation and subsequent academic endeavors.
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