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[Abstract] The digital economy is giving rise to Digital Global Value Chains (DGVCs)—a new trade model
where data drives international division of labor. This paper reviews how scholars define and measure DGVCs.
It then explains how joining these chains affects firm innovation. Research on this topic remains young. Key
gaps include fuzzy definitions, stale methods, and thin mechanistic analysis. Three paths lie ahead: refine DGVC

concepts by studying data's unique traits; measure "digital dual circulation" to balance domestic and foreign

growth; and explore non—linear effects and institutional factors.
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