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Sources
Yufei Liu
Shandong University of Finance and Economics

[Abstract] As the core business form of the digital economy, the explosive growth of e—commerce has
profoundly reshaped the spatial distribution of production and consumption, and rendered the spatial mismatch
between the jurisdiction over tax revenue and the actual location of tax source generation increasingly
prominent. Based on China's provincial panel data from 2000 to 2022, this paper investigates the causal
relationship between e—commerce development and regional tax—source divergence using a two—way fixed
effects model. The study finds that e—commerce, as an emerging business format, significantly exacerbates
regional tax—source divergence, and this conclusion remains robust after a series of robustness tests. Mechanism
analysis reveals that e—commerce aggravates tax—source divergence through three channels: intensifying labor
and capital misallocation, and reshaping consumption patterns. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the impact of
e—commerce on tax—source divergence exhibits significant regional heterogeneity: e—commerce significantly
widens tax—source divergence in eastern China, while it exerts a significant inhibitory effect in western China.
On this basis, this paper proposes policy recommendations from the aspects of differentiated tax adjustment, tax
sharing system reform.
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