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[Abstract] As the core engine of a new round of technological and industrial transformation, the digital
economy has become a significant driving force for promoting high—quality economic development in China.
The digital economy contributes to high—quality economic development through four pathways: technological
innovation—driven growth, industrial structure upgrading, optimal allocation of factors, and spatial spillover
effects. Empirical studies demonstrate that the digital economy exerts a pronounced positive impact on
high—quality economic development, yet this effect exhibits regional heterogeneity and nonlinear characteristics,
with particularly prominent empowerment effects in eastern regions and areas with higher innovation levels.
Building upon an examination of the theoretical frameworks linking the digital economy and high—quality
economic development, this paper systematically analyzes the mechanisms through which the digital economy
drives high—quality economic growth and evaluates its economic impacts based on existing empirical research,
providing theoretical foundations and policy recommendations for further unleashing the benefits of the digital
economy and advancing high—quality economic development.
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